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The government is developing ‘Learning Modules’ to use it as learning 
materials of vacational education and training course based on National 
Competency Standards(NCS). But since the development of learning modules 
have not been implemented after a long-term researches and discussions, there 
is difference in the level of understanding about the concept and utility of 
the learning modules depending on government, vocational education and 
training institutes and research institutes. Besides, legal and systematic 
foundation is at the insufficient level to develop and manage the learning 
modules. 
The goals of the research are to review utilization of the learning modules 
as learning materials in vocational education and training institutes, and also 
to suggest basic direction to systematize development and management of the 
learning modules.  
The research methods used to achieve the goal are as follows. Firstly, 
current status and problems of learning modules development and management 
were analyzed. Secondly, domestic and foreign cases of development and 
utilization of learning materials used in NCS-based vocational education and 
training courses were examined. Foreign cases were focused on Australia, the 
United Kingdom and Spain, the benchmarking target of NCS and learning 
modules. Thirdly, the authors who participated in learning modules 
development in 2013 were surveyed about the measures of learning modules 
development and management.
The major result of the research is as follows. 
Firstly, as currently there are no learning materials of NCS-based vocational 
education and training courses, it is necessary for the government to develop 
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and supply the learning modules to support management and expand the 
NCS-based vocational education and training courses. 
Secondly, the utilization of the learning modules as learning materials, in 
vocational education and training institutes, can be restricted. Even though the 
learning modules are being developed to be used as the learning materials in 
NCS-based vocational education and training courses, it is mainly considered 
as supplementary materials in vocational education and training institutes.
Thirdly, if the learning modules are not regulated to be utilized as standard 
materials in NCS-based vocational education and training courses, various 
learning materials instead of learning modules can be developed and utilized 
by vocational education and training institutes such as colleges. Fourthly, due 
to the difficulties of securing the learning modules development budget, it is 
difficult to secure timely development and supply of the learning modules.
Lastly, it is suggested that private sector needs to participate in modifying 
or improving the learning modules to expand its variety considering 
characteristics of vocational education and training institutes and courses. 
